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The Honorable Carla Hayden
Librarian of Congress

The Library of Congress

101 Independence Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20540

Dear Dr. Hayden,

On March 22, 2016, the Policy and Standards Division of the Library of Congress
released its decision to eliminate the terms “aliens” and “illegal aliens™ in all subject headings
maintained by the Library. In turn, the Library has chosen to replace the terms with
“noncitizens” and “unauthorized immigration.” This change is inconsistent with the current text
of federal law, and I believe it inaccurately describes individuals residing in the United States
with no legal authorization to do so.

As noted by the Library’s own statement, the heading “aliens” is one of the oldest
headings in Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCHS), having been initially published in the
first edition of the Subject Headings Used in the Dictionary Catalogues of the Library of
Congress, the precursor to today’s LCHS, between 1910 and 1914. In addition to being used by
the Library for more than 100 years, it is also extensively used in Title 8 of the United States
Code, which contains the Immigration and Nationality Act, and in regulations issued by several
federal government agencies.

“Alien” is defined in 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(3) as “any person not a citizen or national of the
United States.” Further, Title 8 along with several Federal agencies make specific reference to
“illegal aliens,” describing aliens who have entered the United States improperly without
approval from an immigration officer and who may therefore face penalties under federal law,
including deportation. Despite Title 8 containing specific, clear definitions, the Library is
persisting in eliminating the subject headings and replacing them with headings that are
inaccurate at best and that will only lead to greater confusion.

Lastly, the Library’s statement explains that the revision was done in response to
constituent requests, with two of the main impetuses coming from Dartmouth University and the
American Library Association. I find it troubling that the Library would cave to the political
pressures of outside groups, which fundamentally contradicts its mission to serve the United
States Congress. If the American people object to the current terms in federal law, the course of
action should include petitioning Congress to consider amending the law, rather than using the
Library to make a political statement.
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I find this politically-motivated change tremendously disconcerting and strongly urge the
Library of Congress to revoke these cancellations and reinstate the long-standing and more
accurate headings of “alien” and “illegal alien.”

Sincerely,

David Vitter
United States Senator



